CHAPTER IV
SASSANID PERSIA
I. THE SASSANIAN EMPIRE: POLITICAL HISTORY
^ II COWARDS the close of the Second Century of our era the
JL king of Persis, a vassal of the Arsacid Great King, had his
capital at Stakhr (Istakhr) not far from Persepolis. The ruling
dynasty was that of the Basrangi, but the province of Persis con-
tained local principalities most of which were more or less inde-
pendent. Gochihr, the king at Stakhr, was attacked and put to
death by Pabhagh, son of Sassan, a high dignitary at the Temple
of Anahita in Stakhr, and of a Basrangian princess, whose name
.seems to have been Denagh1. The successor of Pabhagh as king of
Persis was his eldest son Shapur, but Ardashir (Artakhshatr,
Artaxerxes), brother of Shapur and lord of Darabgerd with the
exalted military tide of hargobadh (p. 114), rose in revolt against
him and became king in A.D. 208 2, Shapur having died suddenly,
in consequence of an accident, if the tradition may be trusted3.
After having reduced to submission all the local princes of
Persis, Ardashir seized the neighbouring province of Kerman,
next Ispahan, Susiana and Mesene. At this point the Great King
Artabanus V marched to attack in person this dangerous rebel, but
was defeated and killed, in A.D. 2244, in a great battle which was
fought according to Tabari in a plain called Hormizdeghan^ the
whereabouts of which cannot be fixed. After conquering the
western provinces of the Arsacid Empire, Ardashir had himself
crowned in due form (A.D. 226) and took the title of King of Kings
(ShahanshaK) of Iran5. Later expeditions won by arms the eastern
1  KbZ 11. 27-28.   KbZ = the new inscription of the *Ka*ba of Zoro-
aster/ on which see thedSibliography to this chapter I, i, E.
2  The date is made certain by the inscription recently found at Shapur
(Sh. Shap.). See the comments or A. Christensen in the artide of R. Ghirsh-
man, Rev. des arts asiat. x, 1936, p. 127 sq~
3  The chronicle of Tabari is here the chief source. The genealogy of
Ardashir which it gives is found also in the inscriptions. According to KbZ
1. 28, the mother of Ardashir was named Rodhagh. A popular legend makes
Ardashir, as formerly Cyrus, of humble originj the Karnamagh, Agathias n,
27: see Christensen, Les gestes des rots dans les traditions de FIran antique,
pp. 78 sqq.      ^
4  Or 227 if the second Sassanian epoch year is followed (see above,
vol. xi, p. in); the year 224 is implied by the inscription (Sh. Shap.)
mentioned above (note 2).                 6 See volume of Plates v, 234, a.